
 

 

  THE C&WM NEWS 
 

June General Meeting Cancelled 
Members will be informed by email when corona  restrictions lifted 

7.00 pm at GAZA Sports & Community Club 
Corner of Main North East Rd and Wellington St Klemzig 

C&WM Activity Report Summary
 
Buckaringa Sanctuary: 22-23/11/2019 
Activity Coordinator: Mark Purdie 
Members: 2 
Animals taken: 19 feral goats 
 
Aroona Sanctuary: 6-8/12/2019 
Activity Coordinator: Rowe & Goodfellow 
Members: 8 
Animals taken: 144 feral goats 
 
Brookfield CP: 13-16/12/2019 
Activity Coordinator: Ali Wilkie 
Members: 5 
Animals taken: 1 fox, 2 rabbits 
 
Caroona CP: 06-10/01/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Shane Fantinel 
Members: 5 
Animals taken: 38 feral goats 
 
Pandappa CP: 06-10/01/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Phil Johns 
Members: 2 
Animals taken: 6 feral goats 
 
KI – Feral cat control: 25-28/01/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Rob Parkes 
Members: 3 
Animals taken: No feral cats removed 
 
Gawler Ranges: 1-7/02/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Rick Fisher 
Members: 5 
Animals taken: 19 feral goats, 4 rabbits,  

414 kangaroos  
Brookfield CP: 15-21/02/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Ali Wilkie 
Members: 4 
Animals taken: 5 feral goats 
 
I-FRNP: 17-23/02/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Gil Hartwig 
Members: 12 
Animals taken: 82 feral goats, 7 rabbits 
 
I-FRNP: 20-23/02/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Gil Hartwig 
Members: 3 
Animals taken: 343 kangaroos, 3 feral cats,  
1 fox, 1 wild dog 
 
Southern Flinders (Telowie & Spaniards Gully CPs, 
Wirrabara CR, Mt Remarkable NP (Napperby)):  
22-28/02/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Shane Fantinel 
Members: 11 
Animals taken: 67 feral goats, 1 feral deer, 2 foxes 
 
I-FRNP: 19-22/03/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Gil Hartwig 
Members: 7 
Animals taken: 521 kangaroos, 1 wild dog, 1 rabbit 
 
SE Parks: 02-29/03/2020 
Activity Coordinator: Chris Carroll 
Members: 29 
Animals taken: 61 feral deer, 36 rabbits, 15 foxes  
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From the President
Hi all. 
I am hoping you are all well and ready to resume activities 
when we get the go-ahead. 
Please be aware that I intend keeping in touch with D.E.W 
about returning to field activities, so as soon as I know 
anything, you will. 
 
At the time of this writing (early May) the Government has 
announced a lifting of certain restrictions, unknown as yet 
but for the fact it is considered shows things are on the 
improve. 
 
As you are probably aware by now we have a new full time 
CWM Secretary handling the day to day tasks, and 
handling them very well. 
 
 A big thank you to Andrew March from me and I am sure 
from the rest of the organization as well. 
 
South East Deer activity, for those that remember last 
season, you will know CWM removed 26 deer from the 
parks in the South East, learning from that experience this 
year’s total was 61, along with 36 rabbits and 15 foxes. A 
great deal were taken with the use of Thermal and 
Infrared. 
 

 
Not the smartest fox in Mt Pleasant 
Trevor Goodfellow Pic 

 

 

An interesting picture we obtained from one of our  trail 
cameras shows quite a large fallow deer squeezing itself 
under a 45cm high scrape coming back into the park. 

 
 
Charles Hart (Treasurer)had the below signs made up for 
approval by council. Wouldn’t mind your feedback on 
them as well. Obviously they won't take the place of the 
DEW Volunteer sign but may marry with that sign for 
greater exposure of our name. Charles after testing them 
for a couple of days, on our club spotlight vehicle has 
already had many people ask questions about CWM. 
 

 
 
Looks like the drought has broken, at least in and around 
Adelaide, let’s hope the rest of the state has had a good 
drink as well. 
 
Chris Carroll

 
  



 

Page 3 of 8 

A campfire  conversation with Peter Baker 
Charles Hart spoke with Peter Baker. 
 
When did you start working as a contract shooter for 
DEW? 
I started in 2001, initially working for another contractor 
until I bought the vertebrate pest control side of his 
business and ran my own company as an independent 
contractor. While shooting was a large part of my work 
I was also undertaking rabbit control (mapping and 
destroying warrens) as well as pest plant control. I 
have also worked for other organizations since 2001. 
 
How many roos did you shoot over the years? 
Combining all my contract work, over 16,000 ‘roos. I 
also shot many feral cats while undertaking the work 
for DEW. Reminiscing about the ‘good old days’ and 
feral cat numbers I wouldn’t like to see again in our 
national parks: in a single year, over 62 nights, I shot 
181 feral cats, with 13 cats shot in a single night. 
 
Did you work alone when you were a contract shooter? 
Yes 
 
When did you stop working as a professional shooter? 
2012 
 
What rifle do you use for shooting roos? 
I use a Sako 75 Varmint Laminated 0.222, currently on 
its second barrel. 
 
What scope do you use for shooting roos? 
I use a Zeiss Conquest 4.5-14 x 50 with a number 4 
reticle (heavy). 
 
What ammo did you use for shooting roos? 
DEW provided factory ammunition, being Winchester 
50 grn PSP, which performed well and was suitable for 
the work undertaken. However, I preferred to load my 
own when possible for all of the shooting that I do, but 
it wasn’t necessary or viable when contract shooting 
for DEW. For the 0.222 the handload I’m happy with 
uses 50gn Nosler Ballistic tips. 
 
How is your vehicle set up for shooting? 
My current vehicle is a dual cab 4wd, set up for 
shooting from inside the cabin. It has a roof-mounted 
HID Lightforce 240mm diameter spotlight attached to a 
Blazalight remote control handle. I have a door 
mounted adjustable shooting rest which allows for a 
steady support when shooting. 
 
Do you use a chronograph? 
Yes, I believe you have to know where your projectile 
will hit at all ranges. So a chronograph makes it easier 
when coupled with a good ballistics program. 
Understanding the ballistics of your projectile means 
you know where to place the shot at various ranges. 
This gives you a good understanding of how your 
rifle/load will perform and reduces the amount of range 

time (and rounds), when sighting in/checking at 
distances between 10 and 200 metres. 
 
Roos are shot at ranges from just next to the vehicle 
out to 200 metres. How do you judge bullet drop? 
My experience in shooting with the rifle/load 
combination, range practice and the 
chronograph/ballistics program (mentioned above), 
allows me to judge distance and determine the 
required point of aim. Shooting kangaroos for DEW is 
limited to around 100m, so the rifle is sighted in for the 
shooting I’m doing. 
 
How is your spotlight mounted? 
Already answered in how the vehicle is set up. 
 
Do you use any filters on your spotlight? 
Yes, a crystal blue filter, but only to protect the 
spotlight not influence the colour of the light and 
Lightforce do say it results in less eye fatigue over long 
periods of time. 
 
Do you use a GPS inside your vehicle? 
Yes, I find it essential because some areas I shot in 
were very rugged and the only way out was the way 
in so you needed to be able to backtrack. Plus, you 
also have a precise record of where you have culled 
the animals. 
 
How do you tally the roos shot? 
When working, I had a notebook (old school – pen and 
paper) in which I marked the location of each 
‘roo shot as well as recording the location as a 
waypoint on the GPS. After checking the animal for 
gender and pouch young (if it was a female), this was 
recorded against the way point number. Other 
points of interest for the client were also GPS’d e.g. 
any ferals shot, weeds of importance to the area. 
There is a different system used now as DEW provide 
a datalogger (with built-in GPS) to record the location 
and details of animals shot, along with a smartphone 
with mapping to identify the cull areas. 
But I still keep a record of numbers taken each night 
as a back-up and for my own records. 
 
Do you keep track of the location of roos shot? 
See above. 
 
How much did you charge as a contract shooter? 
Sorry, I believe this is commercial in confidence 
between contractor and client. 
 
If you were 20 something, would you become a 
contract shooter today? 
Possibly not at age 20. You need a good skill set 
across a range of activities. These include a good 
knowledge of the behavior of the target animals, ability 
to be a bush mechanic and like your own 
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cooking. Apart from being a professional shooter you 
are also spending 8-10 hours out by yourself each 
night and often many days away from home. You need 
to be comfortable with your own company – 
sometimes you may spend 10 nights without seeing 
another person. 
 
After many years as a contract shooter, why did you 
volunteer to shoot for free? 
I have been a member of C&WM (H&C) since the first 
cull in the V-GRNP in 1993 and continued to be 
involved in various activities, even when working as a 
contractor. I volunteered to be a part of the I-FRNP 
kangaroo program for a number of reasons, primarily 
to mentor shooters who have not had much 
experience in this area. I strongly feel that culling 
means you have to be the ultimate professional and 
the animal must be shot humanely and efficiently. 
Ethics is extremely important. 
 
How should CWMSA members prepare for a roo cull? 
Bearing in mind that the goal is humane destruction, 
shooting in line with the Code of Practice, it is 
important that every shooter has the spotlighting 
accreditation. More importantly, they should have an 
understanding of how difficult it sometimes is to shoot 
from a vehicle under field conditions. It’s not 
always possible to get the perfect position.  
They need to be comfortable/confident shooting with 
their chosen rifle and ammunition. Before you start the 
first night, check your rifle for accuracy at the range 
and make sure you are using equipment that is tried 
and true (don’t replace something at the last minute). 

After sighting in, shoot from the vehicle you will be 
using to see if there are any limitations for you. This is 
to ensure you can be consistent every time. As the 
distances involved vary, with a lot of shooting in close 
to medium range (15 - 75m), ensure you know where 
your point of aim needs to be for the brain shot on a 
kangaroo, you may need to adjust your shooting range 
i.e. limit the maximum range. 
Don’t try for the spectacular shot, look for the 
consistent and accurate shot every time. You need to 
be patient and sometimes you have to say ‘I’m not 
taking the shot’. 
Members need to know about the animals they are 
shooting, being clear on the identification of euros, 
western grey and red kangaroos, so they are confident 
when spotting animals. They need to think about how 
the animal is behaving when in the light, watching for 
movement etc, waiting for the right shot to be taken. 
While shooting the animals is the main task, you also 
have to check them, so you need a good torch and 
knife. I prefer to use a lock-bladed knife that can be 
opened/closed one handed, it is compact and doesn’t 
get in your way when getting in and out of the vehicle. I 
find this style of knife safer than a fixed blade, opening 
and closing it straight away when processing an 
animal. 
 
How many rounds do you bring for a 4-night shoot? 
I bring 400 rounds. Although shooting in a team means 
everyone will shoot, sometimes someone may 
have an off-night and not want to shoot or someone 
has a malfunction. So, if there are only 3 in the 
team, you can keep going. 

 
 

Did you know? 
1 – Mallees grow only at the rate of 1mm per year in diameter, so a 25mm (2.5cm/1”) stem has 

taken 25 years to grow – slow growth and recovery. 

2 – Biotic (or cryotogamic) crust on soil is of huge importance as it aids water absorption and 
retention, nutrient recycling and prevention of erosion– this is illustrated by sprinkling a little 

water on bare earth and on “crust” covered patches Apparently, re-forming this crust takes up to 
10 years – keeping to tracks is important. 

Kaz Herbst 
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A very early cull from 25 years ago. As far as Gil and I can work out it was 1995. Pic taken at Leslie's Leap on Mt  Freeling 
Stn. From left we have: a youthful looking Gil Hartwig, Shane Fantinel, Trevor G, Noel Warner, Kaz (elastic knees) Herbst, 
Bob Midworth, Duncan Gordon (decd), Ray Burton. All (except Duncan) still active. - Trevor Goodfellow

A WILD dog bounty scheme, offering 
landowners and pastoralists $120 per wild dog 
killed on their land, began in April 2020 
 
The $100,000 bounty scheme is designed to support 
drought-affected farmers to reduce the pressure from wild 
dogs and was announced as part of the state government's 
$21 million drought package. 
Primary Industries minister Tim Whetstone said the wild dog 
bounty would provide financial support to pastoralists and 
farmers suffering through extended drought conditions. 
"The impact of wild dogs on the pastoral regions is 
significant, costing livestock producers almost $90m every 
year," he said. 
"That's why the government has allocated $100,000 to the 
bounty scheme to not only assist in reducing wild dog 
numbers but to provide extra income for drought-affected 
farmers. 
"While only landholders will be able to collect the bounty, 
recreational and commercial shooters are able to hunt the 
dogs where they are invited to do so by farmers. 
"Given the current need to reduce non-essential travel to 
slow down the spread of coronavirus, it is important 

shooters do not go to farming areas to hunt dogs without 
specific permission of the landholder. 
Mr Whetstone said tackling wild dog populations in SA 
required a multi-pronged approach. 
"The bounty adds to our government's integrated wild dog 
control program, which includes the $25m Dog Fence rebuild 
project, coordinated wild dog ground and aerial baiting 
programs and an expanded trapper program," he said. 
"The wild dog bounty is an important element of the 
government's $21 million Drought Support Program to help 
those in need. 
"We are proud to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with SA 
farmers and will continue to work closely with the federal 
government to ensure support is being provided in a 
practical and efficient way." 
The bounty will only be paid to landholders, who must 
submit photographic evidence of each dog killed humanely 
on their land for verification. 
Further criteria and full details on how to submit claims are 
available at www.pir.sa.gov.au/wilddogbounty 
The bounty scheme will run until June 30, 2021, or until the 
allocated funding is exhausted. 
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Book Review - “Yura  and Udnyu” - A History 
of the Adnyamathanha of the North Flinders 
Ranges” by Peggy Brock (Wakefield Press). 
Peggy Brock Emeritus Professor of History at Edith Cowan 
University and Visiting Research Fellow of the University of 
Adelaide details the interactions between the “Yura” (Black 
fellows as the Adnyamathanha like to be called) and 
“Udnyu” the white settlers who farmed, grazed and mined 
the North Flinders Ranges, from the beginning of the 
European incursion into the Flinders to today. So from 
colonisation to Native Title. 

Brock begins with the period 1840-1870 ,which saw  the 
establishment of colonial settlement;  continues into  the 
years 1870 to 1920s when the  Adnyamathanha played an 
important role in the pastoral industry, and winds up  in  
the modern day of self determination and Native Title. 

A chapter is devoted to Nepabunna Mission as it then was 
because of its role in the lives of the “Yura” from  1931 to 
1973, in which year the SA government took over 
responsibility for Nepabunna. 

The book gives a fresh perspective of how both white 
fellows and black fellows lived in the sometimes challenging 
environment of the North Flinders. 

An interesting snippet from the chapter on Nepabunna. 

 In the 1930s a Mr RM and Mrs Williams were part of the 
staff running the mission. And I quote from the text: 
“Williams set up a leather workshop in a brushwood hut 
and claimed the industry was supporting eleven people in 
1933.  But the UAM (United Aborigines Mission) would not 
allow him to continue his workshop unless the money went 
back to the UAM. 

 In 1934 Williams left the mission , having started an 
industry which was to become the multimillion dollar 
business of R.M. Williams Bushman’s Outfitters." 

Illustrated with archival photos, the text is a rewarding read 
for anyone who has spent time in the North Flinders. 

George Sobolewski

 

CWM Calendar 
Date Activity Coordinator Contact Details 
JUN       

TBC (9) CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
TBC (17) CWM General Meeting 19:00 at Gaza Community Club Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 

JUL       
14 CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
25 Monarto Range Day (10:00–15:00) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 

Rescheduled 
19–24 

Boolcoomatta Reserve—feral goats (Registration 
Closed) 

Phil J 0408 431 750 

Rescheduled 
27–31 

Bimbowrie CP —feral goats (Registration Closed) Phil J 0408 431 750 

AUG       
9 NESSCI Range Day Tony N 

Steve I 
8123 1705 

0412 584 711 
11 CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
19 Monarto Range Day (mid-week; 10:00–15:00) & 

Spotlight Accreditation commencing at sunset. 
Council 
Chris C 

secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
isgar2@iinet.net.au 

TBA SSAA State Council meeting (10.30 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
SEP       

8 CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
16 CWM Annual General Meeting 

(19:00 at Gaza Community Club, Klemzig) 
Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 

18-20 Quoll Protection Program, IFRNP—spotlighting; feral 
cats 

Peter R park888@internode.on.net 
0457 580 802 

19-25 Brookfield CP—feral goats Ali W aliwilkie1@yahoo.com.au 
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20 Monarto Range Day (10:00–15:00) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
OCT       
11 NESSCI Range Day Tony N 

Steve I 
8123 1705 

0412 584 711 
12–16 Hiltaba—spotlighting; feral cats, foxes and rabbits, & 

survey 
Rick F rkfisher55@gmail.com 

12–17 Bimbowrie CP & Boolcoomatta Reserve—feral goats Phil J 0408 431 750 
13 CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
15 Vet Student Training Day at Monarto Andy D   

16–18 Quoll Protection Program, IFRNP: spotlighting: feral 
cats 

Peter R park888@internode.on.net 
0457 580 802 

18 
NESSCI Range Day Tony N 

Steve I 
8123 1705 

0412 584 711 

21 Monarto Range Day (10:00–15:00) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
23-26 Kangaroo Management - Ikara-Flinders Ranges NP Gil H hargil68@bigpond.com 

24 CWM Field Operative Accreditation (theory) Gil H training@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
24–30 Gawler Ranges NP—feral goats Rick F rkfisher55@gmail.com 
NOV       
7-13 Dutchman Stern CP—feral goats 

Mt Brown CP—feral goats 
Nick N 
Alan Z 

nicholas.nunn@bigpond.com 
zoobys@bigpond.com 

0429 408 810 
8–14 Vulkathunha–Gammon Ranges NP—feral goats 

(Briefing TBA, Debriefing TBA) 
Trevor G tfgoodfellow@outlook.com 

10 CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
13–15 Quoll Protection Program, IFRNP: spotlighting: feral 

cats 
Peter R park888@internode.on.net 

0457 580 802 
21–27 Sthn Flinders (Telowie, Nelshaby, Napperby)—feral 

goats 
Shane F 0438 344 362 

29 Monarto Range Day (10:00–15:00) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
TBA SSAA State Council AGM (10.30 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
DEC       

8 CWM Council meeting (19:00 at CWA) Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 
11-14 Brookfield CP—feral goats Ali W aliwilkie1@yahoo.com.au 

16 CWM General Meeting 
(19:00 at Gaza Community Club, Klemzig) 

Council secretary@conservation-wildlife.asn.au 

The Felixer, an autonomous device that can target 
and cull feral cats in the wild, could be key in 
rebuilding Australia’s decimated native animal 
populations. 

In a study published in the nature journal Wildlife 
Research, 
(https://doi.org/10.1071/WR19132) the 
authors report on a trial of the Felixer – an 
autonomous device placed in remote areas that can 
identify and kill feral cats while easily distinguishing 
them from other non-target animals. The researchers 
found that in just six weeks of testing, 20 Felixer 
devices scattered about a 2600-ha fenced paddock in 

South Australia eliminated two thirds – or 33 cats – of 
the feral cat population. 

As one of UNSW’s leading conservation scientists 
with a passion for Australia’s arid desert fauna, Dr 
Moseby has spent the past couple of decades trying to 
bolster the dwindling numbers of native species such 
as bilbies, burrowing bettongs, western quolls, stick 
nest rats and western barred bandicoots. But attempts 
to reintroduce them back into their natural habitats 
have been inevitably thwarted by feral animals, 
especially cats and foxes. It has been very common 
for repatriated animals to become once again, 
completely wiped from an area, Dr Moseby says. 
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She recalls one time after a release of bilbies into the 
wild outside the Arid Recovery Reserve in South 
Australia that was particularly galling. 

“We released the bilbies, and literally within only a 
few days, I was radio tracking one of the females that 
had a pouch young, and I found her dead under a bush 
where she had been killed by a cat. The pouch young 
was still alive and was dying,” Dr Moseby says. 

What makes eradication of feral cats so difficult is that 
they don’t take baits as readily as other feral animals 
like foxes and rabbits. Cats in the wild prefer to live 
off prey they have hunted and killed. Another problem 
with baiting is that it has the potential to harm the 
animals it is there to protect. 

The Felixer is a box the size of a packaging crate that 
is equipped with an infrared camera, four laser sensors 
and 20 poison canisters. Only when lasers are tripped 
in a particular way does it register the presence of a 
cat and fires poison gel. 

“The laser sensors are set in a configuration that can 
detect a cat walking past,” Dr Moseby says. 

“A cat will trigger the two middle sensors and not 
trigger the top and bottom sensor. And it also knows 
the timing of the cat's walk so it can detect that a cat 
is walking past at a normal cat speed. So it's the 

pattern in which the sensors are broken and the timing 
of that pattern that leads the Felixer to determine that 
‘well, this must be a cat’, and it fires a gel out through 
a hole in the side that squirts onto the cat's flank. The 
cat goes away and licks its fur and ingests the poison 
that way.” 

“One advantage the Felixer brings is that any toxin 
can be used in the gel,” she says. “We used 1080 
because cats are very sensitive to 1080 compared to 
native animals but you could also use PAPP which is 
a new poison that basically causes animals to go to 
sleep.” 

University of Adelaide’s Dr John Read, a co-author 
on the paper and original inventor of the Felixer, says 
the Felixer is still in trial stage and so quite expensive, 
with each unit costing about $15,000 to manufacture. 
He says the next step for the developers is testing its 
use in many different habitats and environmental 
conditions. For now, he says its use would be best 
suited to areas that were confined. 

“We think that one of the most effective uses will be 
to eradicate cats from islands where you've got 
colonies of seabirds, or small mainland colonies of 
threatened species that are really susceptible to cat and 
fox predation.” 

Excerpted from SCIMEX, CSIRO Publishing

 


