
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 2007 

THE  NEWSH&C 

                Quarterly Meeting   March 21st

 
SSAA-H&C-ACTIVITY PROGRAM-2007 

DATE               ACTIVITY                                                             COORDINATOR 
 
17/03/07          Accreditation Course (theory)                                  Gil H 
21/03/07          H&C General Meeting 7pm at Gaza Comm Club    Committee 
23 - 26/03/07   PESTCAM (Chowilla) – cull                                     Mark H 
 
17/04/07          COM                                                                         Committee 
23 - 27/04/07   Bimbowrie CR - cull                                                  Phil J 
28/04/07          Range Day at Monarto – 10am – 4 pm                    Committee 
 
13 - 18/05/07   Vulkathunha-Gammon RNP – cull                           Gil H 
18 - 21/05/07   FFPP                                                                        Kaz H 
19/05/07          SSAA State Meeting 12noon at CWA                      Committee 
22/05/07          COM                                                                         Committee 
 
18 - 22/06/07   Dutchman Stern CP – cull                                        Kaz H 
19/06/07          COM                                                                         Committee 
27/06/07          H&C General Meeting 7pm at Gaza Comm Club    Committee 
 
22/07/07          Range Day at Monarto – 10am – 4pm                      Committee 
24/07/07          COM                                                                          Committee 
 
10 - 13/08/07   FFPP                                                                         Kaz H  
11 - 17/08/07   Gawler RNP – cull                                                     Rick F 
18/08/07          SSAA State Meeting 12noon at CWA                       Committee 
25/08/07          Accreditation Course (theory)                                   Gil H 
28/08/07          COM                                                                         Committee 
 
  2 - 7/09/07     Vulkathunha-Gammon RNP – cull                            Gil H 
19/09/07          H&C AGM 7pm at Gaza Comm Club                        Committee 
25/09/07          COM                                                                          Committee 
 
15 - 19/10/07   Bimbowrie CR – cull                                                  Phil J 
23/10/07          COM                                                                          Committee 
 
  9 - 12/11/07   FFPP – cull                                                                 Kaz H 
10/11/07          Range Day at Monarto – 10am – 4pm                       Committee 
12 - 16/11/07   Dutchman Stern CP – cull                                          Kaz H 
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24/11/07          SSAA State AGM 12noon at CWA                             Committee 
27/11/07          COM                                                                           Committee 
 
  2 -  7/12/07    Vulkathunha-Gammon RNP – cull                              Gil H 
12/12/07           H&C General Meeting 7pm at Gaza Comm Club      Committee 
 
NB: - All cull dates cover shooting from first sunrise to last sunset excepting FFPP and PESTCAM which are 
from first sunset to last sunrise. 
 
OFF PROGRAM (IRREGULAR) ACTIVITIES 
 
Barossa/Hills – quick response/SA Water/Forestry 
SA                                       Graham H 8337 5388                                                   
Fleurieu – Forestry SA               Jim A 8390 1882                                                            

                                                   

                                                                                       
                                                              

Telowie/Burra                        Shane F 8634 4362                
Everard/Thackaringa/Mantung  Rick F 8447 6905   
Kangaroo Island                     Jorge N 8357 0903                            
Buckaringa                               Mark P 8380 5336               
Midweek Range (Monarto)    Kaz H     8339 3507 
                                                        
H&C HUNTING TIP  
Something often overlooked is the need for 
hearing protection in the field. You could find 
yourself hunting alongside someone using a real 
‘cannon’ and the time to think about hearing 
protection is long before it goes off right next to 
you. Standing next to a .270 when it is fired in a 
narrow gully is definitely NOT good for one’s 
hearing, so I started searching for a way to 
protect what is left to me of this precious sense. I 
tried little earplugs on strings, but found that by 
the time I located them and sorted out the 
tangles, they were just too slow to be useful. 
Clamping a set of earmuffs on my head was tried 
with some success, but then having them there all 
day in 30-degree-plus heat is no fun, and now 
with ‘big orange hats’ to be worn, muffs are 
rather impractical. There are high-tech, very high 
cost alternatives like electronic hearing-aid type 
buttons that can be put in the ears and left there 
for the day, and these are really the Rolls-Royce 
option, but clearly not for everyone. If you drive a 
BMW 4WD and shoot a Sauer rifle topped off with 
a Schmidt and Bender scope, this is probably the 
way to go; for the rest of us though, a trip to an 
industrial safety supplier may hold the cheapest 
solution. Consisting of a lightweight plastic neck 
band with two little foam pads attached, the 
device I use weighs practically nothing, but can 
be put in the ears in under a second and reduces 
the muzzle-blast of my .270 to a dull ‘doomph’. At 
under $15.00, they come with a spare set of 
earpieces and after a year, even though they look 
a bit grungy from neck sweat, I’m still on the 
original earpieces and they still work just fine. 
Look for ‘Howard Leight Hearing Protection 20Db 
model’. 
Internet Video clip 
If you don’t maintain your car’s window winding 
mechanism, don’t poke a leopard with a stick 

http://www.metacafe.com/watch/1587/angry_leopar
d/
 
A Field Equation 
"Consider this: one pound (454 grams) on the feet 
equals four pounds(1.816kg) on the back, so boots 
that are 500 grams lighter will allow you to carry two 
extra litres of water (a litre of water weighs 1kg) with 
no extra effort. This certainly makes a good case for 
lightweight boots". 

On a cull we learn a lot about bushcraft, what ‘s light 
to carry but tastes great on the summit of some 
mountain; what items just weigh us down and are 
rarely used, from those with greater experience than 
our own. 

If something works really well for you, please be 
collegial and pass your tip to the whole membership 
(as has the member who provided the ideas above)  
by sending to: 

H&C News

The Secretary 
S.S.A.A. Hunting and Conservation Branch S.A. Inc. 
P.O. Box 188 
Kent Town SA 5071 

H&C News 
P.O. Box 188 
Kent Town SA 5071 

Email

www.hunt-cons.asn.au

HCNews@hunt-cons

Communication issues 
If during a cull you find yourself in a spot where there 
is no possibility of radio communication please log this 
position and advise cull coordinator who will include 
this information in cull report. 
 
Items from committee meetings: 
 
1) H&C Committee of Management advises 
against the purchase of radios of less than 5 
(five) watts power rating. This is a safety issue. 
Bear in mind some clients stipulate only 
members equipped with 5w radios will be 
allowed  to participate in culls on their land 
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3) It is now H&C policy that each hunting 
party must be equipped with at least one 5w 
radio. A hunting party is defined as a group 
of 2 or 3 hunters in view of each other. 
 
American Humour 
One night during deer season, a cop was staking 
out a particularly rowdy bar to fill his quota on DUI 
tickets by targeting downstate deer hunters.  At 
closing time, he saw a deer hunter tumble out of 
the bar, trip on the curb, then try his keys in five 
different trucks before he found his.  He sat in the 
front seat fumbling around with his keys for 
several minutes. All the other deer hunters left the 
bar and drove off.   Finally he started his engine 
and began to drive away.   The cop was waiting 
for him though, and he stopped the driver, read 
him his rights and administered the Breathalyzer 
test.  The results showed a reading of 0.00% 
blood alcohol level!   The puzzled officer 
demanded to know how that could be.   The deer 
hunter replied, "Tonight I'm the designated 
decoy." 
 
Australia post decision welcomed.

The minister for communications, Information 
Technology and the Arts, Senator Helen Coonan, 
today welcomed Australia Post’s decision to lift its 
ban on the carriage of firearms and firearm parts in 
international mail.  
“I am pleased to see that Australia Post has 
reconsidered the matter, and that an appropriate 
balance has been found,” Senator Coonan said.  
Australia Post originally imposed the ban because of 
concerns that parcels containing firearms were 
causing delays in the flow of international mail.  
There were also some concerns regarding 
inconsistent state and territory legislation about 
transporting firearms and firearm parts in the mail.  
Australia Post has reconsidered its decision following 
receipt of further legal advice.  
“This decision recognises both the needs of 
legitimate firearms users and the operational 
requirements of Australia Post,” Senator Coonan 
said.  
All incoming international mail is routinely screened 
by the Australian Customs Service (Customs) and 
the Australian Quarantine Inspection Service. 
Customs has strict regulations in place regarding the 
types of firearms and firearm parts which may be 
imported.  
Senator Coonan is now assisting Senator Ellison, 
Minister for Justice and Customs, to pursue 
consistent state and territory firearms legislation 
through the Ministerial Council for Police and 
Emergency Management—Police.  
“I am now seeking a longer term solution through 
uniform legislation that will ensure the security of 
mail meets operational requirements for Australia 
Post,” Senator Coonan said.  

For more information about the Australia Post decision 
visit www.auspost.com.au or visit www.customs.gov.au 
for importing regulations.  
 
 
 
 

FAQ’s 

 From time to time a number of questions seem to 
repeat .One of these is to do with juniors 
accompanying on hunting trips. 

 From NP&W Act 

68A—Hunting permits 

     (1)     Except as provided in subsection (5), a 
person must not hunt, or have possession 
of any firearm or device for the purpose of 
hunting, unless that person holds a permit 
under this section. 

Maximum penalty: $1 000. 

Expiation fee: $150. 

     (2)     The Minister may grant to any person a 
permit under this section. 

     (5)     No permit is required under this section for 
the purpose of— 

     (a)     the destruction of animals that are 
endangering human life; or 

     (b)     the destruction of animals (other 
than protected animals) by the 
owner of any land, a member of 
his or her household, or an 
employee or agent of the owner, 
that are causing damage to crops, 
stock or other property on the 
land; or 

(c)          the taking of an animal in 
pursuance of any other permit 
under this Act. 

 Hunting is not confined to the use of firearms and 
may include the use of traps, bows, ferrets and other 
devices such as spotlights. 

Hunting also includes any assistance given by a 
person who aids in the act of hunting. 

Any person wanting to hunt in SA requires a hunting 
permit except as in 68A (5) as above. 

HUNTING FEES (ANNUAL) 

BASIC                          $18.20 

OPEN (DUCK etc)         $51.50 

JUNIOR BASIC           $9.20      (15-18 YEARS) 
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JUNIOR OPEN            $26.50 

SUB-JUNIOR BASIC  $5.85    ( 14YEARS AND 
YOUNGER) 

 Under the Firearms act & regs;- 

Act 12 (4) – a Firearms Permit 

Is available to a 15-18 year old who is the 
spouse, child, brother or sister or employee of a 
person who holds a firearm’s licence and who 
carries out business of primary Production. 

(4a) only category A & B firearms are allowed for 
the above permit.  

- may only authorise the use of the firearm for 
the purposes of the business of primary 
production carried on by that person.               

Firearms Regs – 50A – Exemptions for juniors 
from certain provisions. 

A person who has reached 12 years of age but 
not yet 18 years and who is a member of a 
recognised firearms club; and needs a firearms 
licence to participate in COMPETITION in another 
state or territory of the commonwealth or in 
another country. 

This licence cannot be renewed and is for a 
period of ONE year. 

Firearms Act 12A (3) 

An application for a firearms licence cannot be 
made by a person under the age of 18 years.  

 In short a person must be 18 years of age to be 
a licensed firearms person and also to be able to 
hold a hunting permit to hunt with a firearm. 

This does not preclude a person under 18 years 
hunting by means other than a firearm. 

 Gil H. 

DUTY OF CARE – SOME NEW POLICIES 
Just as a reminder to all members, “Duty of Care” 
is that all individuals have the general duty to 
take reasonable care, or exercise reasonable skill 
(or both), to safeguard their own safety as well as 
the safety of others. 
 
Your Committee has been very sensitive on this 
issue in assessing the degree of possible risk, and 
also complying with the requirements of our 
clients in taking preventative measures. 
The Committee is seeing itself as carrying out its 
duty of care, and will expect each member to 
exercise their own duty of care. 
 

The first of these is the requirement that each 
hunting group must have at least one 5W output 
UHF radio. 
 
The second, is the request for each member to fill in 
a standard SES “lost person” information sheet when 
taking part in a remote location activity. 
This is, of course, based on the last resort situation 
when SSAA-H&C has to call for SES assistance. 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY: DUTCHMAN STERN  
15-19/01/07 
Six members downed 41 goats over three days - the 
other two days were rained- out. 
The weather was quite hot and one member was 
affected by heat stress – a warning to all at this time 
of the year. 
 
FFPP – 2006 REPORT 
The 2006 stats are as follows:  
Baited (FRNP):      Foxes - 4 shot from 4 seen,         
Cats – 19 shot from 36 seen 
Unbaited (near):    Foxes – 133 shot from 167 seen, 
Cats - 16 shot from 19 seen 
Unbaited (distant): Foxes – 96 shot from 165 seen,   
Cats – 1 shot from 7 seen 
 
Without going into seasonal variations, the broad 
comments by Nicki the DEH Regional Ecologist are:  
- The numbers of foxes seen outside the baited 

area are the highest since 1996 (i.e. since the 
collapse of the rabbit population). 

- The number of cats seen seems to be 
proportional to rabbit numbers. 

- Baiting effect is limited to the actual baited area. 
 
The FFPP has been going for ten years, during which 
time 1,587 foxes and 639 cats have been shot and 
the major impact of the removal of that number of 
predators of native wildlife is acknowledged and 
appreciated. 
 
Nicki has also expressed appreciation of the 
organisers and participants efforts with the control of 
feral animals which has greatly assisted DEH in 
achieving its goals of improving habitat for native 
flora and fauna in the respective Districts. 
Nicki has a special thankyou for our member Frank B 
for monitoring the Unbaited (near to Park) areas – 
please note the shot/seen ratio. 
 
RECENT ACTIVITY – FRNP CULL 10-16/2/07 
Three teams of 5 members put down 187 goats with 
an input of 700 man hrs in the field. This included a 
relatively quiet day in the Pound (14 goats) by 
members, but a good piece of spotting from Mt 
Olsson-Bagge allowed the quad mounted and M16 
(?) armed ranger to catch up with, and “take care” of 
another 17. 
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The weather was on the “warm” side, but 
accommodation in shearers’ quarters (read air-
conditioned), allowed comfortable rest and 
recovery every night. 
 
DEH hosted a well catered BBQ and expressed 
appreciation of our efforts – many thanks to all 
who took part. 
 
YOUR PICCIES 
Many of us take photos of our memorable 
moments or scenery – if you are impressed by the 
size of horns, or colour of hide – please try to 
compose the image with your target in quiet 
repose. Blood and exit wounds may be of interest 
to ballisticians, but could also end up on the front 
page of an anti-hunting pamphlet for its dramatic 
effect. 
If clinical type photos turn you on – please keep 
them strictly home 
 
A JOB 
Anyone interested in a one day a week, or as 
required, handyman/jack of all trades job? 
The SSAA-SA has a position for someone 
prepared to do general maintenance and tidying 
up of the SSAA State Range at the Monarto 
Shooting Complex (where H&C holds its range 
days). 
If interested – please contact Steve Nicholas 0419 
805 299 for details. 
 
Kaz H  
 
For Sale 
 
Leupold VX-II 3-9x40 Matte, Duplex Reticle, New 
In box, sealed                                        $495 
Redding FL 2-Die set 284 Winchester VGC   $50                                                      
Lee RGB FL 2- Die set 6.5x55   GC    $20                       
Water bottles (army canteen) with covers            
GC                                             $8 each 
Small army pouches with metal belt clips, Ideal 
for small items/ammo etc, new  $10 each 
M16 pouches with metal belt clips, ideal for 
GPS/UHF Radio, ammo etc, new    $15 each 
Steyr mag type pouches, Heavy duty, extra 
strong, velcro & clip top   VGC         $30 each 
Hornady 25 cal (.257) 87gn SP   x100  $45 
Nosler shots 22 cal, 50 Gn    per 100  $17 
.223 once fired cases per 100: 
Federal                                               $18 
Winchester                                         $15 
Lake City Arsenal   (LC)                        $12     
Reloading manual, Nick Harvey 3rd edition     $25 
All available at the March quarterly meeting 
unless sold before. 
Phil J 
0408431750 
 
Rifle barrel Walther calibre 8x57 JS $150 
Air rifle Slavia 618 # 173120 $20 

Georgesobolewski@yahoo.com.au
 
Bimbowrie, January 07 Cull Report 
 
Rain fell a few days before we arrived and scattered 
the goats all around the place. Water in abundance 
made our job pretty hard but we still managed to put 
a few down, some in areas they have not been seen 
before. Rabbits were around again and also a few 
cats were dispatched. The country keeps improving 
showing sign of our efforts to control goat numbers 
in the area. 
Thanks to all who attended for a great time. 
Goats 58; Cats 4; Rabbits 34 
 
Phil J 

The Adventures of Bill & Ben  
On a recent activity two members (we’ll call them Bill 
and Ben) who hadn’t had much luck on goats 
decided to head out after tea (around 6.45) to an 
area where a few goats had been sighted and then 
spotlight the night away for a few rabbits.  
They headed off and the rest of their team went out 
to another area to do the same. The other team 
members covered a fair area and when it was dark 
(around 9 pm) started to head back to camp and 
spotlighted along the way picking up a few rabbits 
and a large tom cat. 
A few km’s from camp at around 10.15pm a call on 
the radio for our assistance had us pondering what 
was happening and the events are as follows: 
Bill and Ben were in Ben’s 4WD heading to a dam 
where rabbits had been sighted. They arrived near 
the dam (7.05pm) where a small gutter with a bit of 
water and mud not two car lengths wide needed to 
be crossed. 
Ben said ‘no worries’ and proceeded to idle across 
the gutter when his reliable 4wd’s highway tyres 
started to spin. ‘OH.’ He then decided to put it  in 
4wd and ‘OH’ again. Then Bill said #*@! And still 
they were not going anywhere. 
They got out and after an hour and a half of 
attempts to de-bog their vehicle decided to call for 
help . The other team was way out the other side of 
the property so no response from them. The park 
ranger heard their calls for help. After a chuckle to 
himself knowing it’s bloody Bill & Ben he let them tell 
him what happened. Ben (after a long walk) met the 
ranger near a main track. The ranger left Bill at the 
car and as it was too far to drive around took Ben 
back to camp to wait for his team mates to return. 
When Bill & Ben’s team members arrived and heard 
the whole story (and after a chuckle themselves) 
drove out to the rescue; the sighting of numerous 
rabbits along the way not adding to the pleasure of 
the night.  
It took longer to hook up the snatch strap than it did 
to pull Ben’s 4wd out of the puddle. 
Bill’s cursing and complete disbelief of what 
happened was compounded by our letting him know 

mailto:Georgesobolewski@yahoo.com.au
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about all the rabbits we had sighted along the 
way to the rescue. 
So if you own a 4wd it’s a good idea to have it 
actually in 4wd and have good off road tyres 

fitted when attempting such situations as this or 
you’ll end up like Bill & Ben. Till next time 
Flowerpot. 
 

H&C Cash Reserves 
 
There has been discussion recently re cash reserves held by the Club. 
In 2006 your Committee allocated $5000 to a training fund with the provision of extra funds if  required. 
Initially it was decided to target Senior First Aid training with a refund of $100 on presentation of a completed 
Senior First Aid certificate. 
The Certificate would then have cost the Member approx $65. 
8 members have taken up this option. 
I am sure not every H&C Member has this qualification. 
5 HF radios were purchased several years ago for use by members but lack of interest has now seen 2 of these 
units sold and the other 3 rarely used. 
5 x 5watt hand held radios were purchased but these also see very little use by the membership. 
If money needs to be spent perhaps we should start refunding the considerable personal expenses incurred by 
the Committee in attending meetings (Committee Of Management, quarterly and State), the many 
hours and hundreds of kms spent researching new activities for the general membership. 
The vigilance of your Committee has seen Membership Fees not increase for some years. 
It seems these facts have been unknown or overlooked by many Members. 
Since when has it been a crime to have a thriving Club with a secure financial base?  
Brian W (ex Treasurer& Committee Member)  
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