
November 2008 

    
 Quarterly Meeting
Wednesday November  26th  
 7.30 pm At GAZA Sports & Community Club, Corner 
of Main North East Rd and Wellington St Klemzig  
   
 SSAA-H&C-ACTIVITY PROGRAM-2008     
DATE   ACTIVITY     COORDINATOR  
   
10 - 14/11/08 Dutchman Stern CP – cull      Kaz H  

16/11/08  Range Day at Monarto – 10am – 4pm     Committee  

18/11/08     COM                                             Committee   

26/11/08 H&C General Meeting 7pm at Gaza Comm Club   Committee  

28/11 - 1/12/08  FFPP – cull       Kaz H  

? SSAA State AGM 12noon at CWA       Committee  

30/11 - 5/12/08  Vulkathunha-Gammon RNP –     Gil H  

09/12/08   COM          Committee  

  

NB: - All cull dates cover shooting from first sunrise to last sunset excepting FFPP 

and PESTCAM which are from first sunset to last sunrise 

  

OFF PROGRAM (IRREGULAR) ACTIVITIES – please check with Activity Coordinator 

for details before registering.  

 

Barossa/Hills – quick response/SA Water/Forestry SA Graham H 8337 5388  

Fleurieu – Forestry SA Jim A 8390 1882  

Telowie/Burra/Redbanks Shane F 8634 4362  

Everard/Thackaringa/Mantung Rick F 8447 6905  

Kangaroo Island  Jorge N 8357 0903  

Buckaringa  Mark P 8380 5336  

Midweek Range (Monarto) Kaz H 8339 3507 
SA North-East private reserves Phil J  8633 17 

 

 

THE  NEWS H&C 



Adelaide Escaped Lion Cull (1964)  

 

Jim P. (left) who joined SSAA’s Hunting and 
Conservation Branch soon after its inception 
has led an eventful life. Joining SAPOL in 1938, 

he went into the army at the outbreak of World 
War II (1939) and for 5 years wore khaki 
instead of blue 

Jim came back to SA after hostilities ended and 
did the country circuit, serving as Officer in 

Charge of many country police stations in the 
days when the policeman and his family were 
an integral part of the community; when the 

policeman knew all the kids in the area and 
was, as Jim says, “mates” with them. 

When, from 1952-57, Jim and Joyce were 
stationed at Fowler’s Bay, in the far west of the 

state, he would be invited to hunt kangaroos 
with the local Kokatha Mula Aboriginal people 
who, then, still hunted in the traditional way 
with spears and woomeras. 

Given the limited range of a hand thrown 
spear, stalking supper meant crawling through 



the undergrowth, freezing all motion when the 
prey gave any sign of wariness, then creeping 
along on elbows until within range. 

On one occasion, Jim was almost within range 

when his way to a good throwing position took 
him right through a patch of Bindi-eye or Jojo 
which is notorious for its sparsely hairy leaves 
and its innumerable spine tipped burrs. 

Jim claimed two kangaroos but at the cost of a 

level of discomfort that can only be understood 
by those who, themselves, have stepped 
barefoot on Bindi-eye burrs  
In December 1964, Jim was in Wingfield 

cruising in the powder blue FE Holden patrol 
car when a call came saying lions had escaped 
from a circus and eaten their keeper.  

First officer on the scene, Jim radioed for 
backup, a rifle and 20 rounds. 

At the scene, the circus owner had managed to 

get one of the lions back in its cage, but a lion 
carrying the chewed remains of a human 
corpse and two females remained at large.  

With two officers for each lion to back him up 
and one with a shotgun as backstop, Jim culled 
the three lions. 

An Adelaide gun dealer who later bought two 

of the lions’ skins to put on show in his Rundle 
St shop, and when he was still alive liked to 
create the impression he had saved Adelaide 

that day, was also there because a police radio 
room operative thought it best to inform the 
media of the lions on the loose, when Jim, the 
officer on the ground, had considered it a 

simple police matter which didn’t need 
amateurs swarming all over the scene.  

Two of the lions went down immediately, but 
one, wounded, jumped away behind some 
cover where the gun dealer was able to finish it 
off and start his own legend. 

However, Jim is the only H&C member who can 

boast of having gone on a big game hunt in 
the Adelaide suburbs-and on company time! 
 

Jim (centre) with lion that has part of human hand protruding from its mouth. 

 



Branch appearing on SSAA 

Membership Card. 
H&C members who have on their SSAA 
Membership card's left hand side, after Branch, 
the code “S99”, will have their (Parent) branch 
changed to S09 HUNTING AND 

CONSERVATION unless they choose to belong 
to another Branch and notify us of the branch 
and its code eg Para (S06). The more members 
a Branch can claim the greater its authority.’ 
Gil H 

From “The Yorke Peninsula 
Country Times “ 

Outfoxing the fox and other ferals  

 
Ros White (28/10/08) 
 
Sporting Shooters Association of Australia 
(SSAA) Hunting and Conservation Branch 
member Ken Warren, of Moonta, says 

conservation hunters and organizations such as 
the SSAA play a positive role in the control of 
feral animals and the protection of Australia's 

environment.  
 
There are six members of SSAA's Hunting and 
Conservation Branch on the peninsula, 

including Ken and his son, Kerin; the 300 or so 
members statewide have a common passion 
for the environment and Australian heritage.  
 

Through sharing their time, money and 
expertise, they are actively working with a 
number of government departments, research 
teams, conservation groups, private individuals 

and landowners to make a difference in the 
local South Australian environment, including 
on Yorke Peninsula  
 

Not anti-environment  
Contrary to some people’s perception that 
hunters and shooters are only interested in 

killing and are somehow anti-environment, Ken 
says nothing is further from the truth.  
 
According to a SSAA spokesperson, "As a group 

we are passionate about preserving Australia's 
heritage.  
 
"Animals introduced over the last 200 years 

have wreaked havoc on the Australian 
environment. The feral animals have either 
preyed upon our native animals or have 
destroyed the habitat of our natives or have 

competed too success- fully for food leading to 
shameful levels of extinction amongst our 
native populations, both flora and fauna."  

 

Give resources 

Without the assistance of Australian 
conservation hunters, the cost of 

environmental damage may continue to rise,” 
Ken says. 
 

"Conservation hunters donate their time, 
sweat, fuel, vehicles, ammunition and camping 
gear, thus, for the most part, funding all 
expenses incurred conducting feral animal 

control. These costs have not been factored 
into the estimated costs of control, so in reality 
the actual cost is much higher. "Without their 
support, the Australian environment is at risk of 

falling into worse shape.  
 
"We have committed to providing our 
resources to help interested farmers, or 

organizations, in achieving conservation related 
outcomes, wherever we can. This may be in 
organized culls, collection of research 
specimens for universities and other research 

programs, monitoring population densities, 
wildlife surveys, warren destruction or re-
vegetation projects.  

 
"However our greatest contribution is as an 
efficient, reliable, species-specific and cost-
neutral tool in removing feral predators and 

pests." The major target herbivore feral species 
are goats, rabbits, hares, pigs, camels, donkeys 
and deer, and predator species are foxes, cats 
and dogs.  

 
"Foxes are a severe threat to the yellow- 
footed rock wallaby and feral cats attack birds, 
lizards, beetles and even moths.  

"We do most of our shooting in national and 
conservation parks, such as in the Flinders 
Ranges, Kangaroo Island, Gammon Ranges 

and Innis.  
 
"The conservation hunts are always advertised 
and the parks are closed to the public for the 

duration of the shoot.  
 
The association says each member is bound by 
the organisation's ethics and behavioural 

guidelines, and has undergone a rigorous 
accreditation process involving a full theory 
course and practical marksmanship. This 
course is a qualification recognised by the 

Department of Environment and Heritage for 
members to be authorised to participate- on 
organised feral animal culls in a number of 
national parks.  

 
The first shoot Ken participated in was in the 
Gammon Ranges in 1992 to control the feral 

goat population.  
 
"Now you wouldn't know it was the same 



place. The regrowth is amazing. We take 
photos each year and to see the different 

native species appearing in the vegetation is 
unreal.  
 
"The mulga tree is making a re-appearance, 

and the local indigenous people say they have 
not seen it for about 40 years."  
 
Wallaby preservation  

SSAA Hunting and Conservation Branch 
established - and its members constitute the 
majority of the membership of the Yellow 
Footed Rock Wallaby Preservation Association 

Inc., which, with Australian Government 
funding assistance, purchased 140 square 
kilometers of mountain range adjoining the 
Flinders Ranges National Park, to create the 

Bunkers Conservation Reserve for the 
protection of remnant colonies of the yellow-
footed rock wallaby.  

 
Members have fenced the 34,000-acre property 
and are systematically eradicating the feral 
animals. Ken, Kerin and the late Nev Davey of 

Moonta were inaugural members of the 
association. 
 
Ray’s Outdoors Gift Vouchers 

There are still tickets available for this year’s 
raffle. The tickets are only $5 each, and as 
there are only 500 of them you have a one in 
500 chance of winning a $750 Ray’s Outdoors 

gift voucher, a one in 499 chance of winning 
the second prize of a $500 Ray’s gift voucher 
and a one in 498 chance of winning the third 
prize: a voucher to the value of $250. 

 
Your chances in Cross-Lotto are one in 8.5 
million so the H&C raffle is a much better bet, 

particularly so as you also win when you get 
supper at quarterly meetings as all profits 
return to H&C members in the form of munga.  

 
Tickets will be on sale at the H&C quarterly 

meeting on November 26th and the raffle will 
be drawn on the night. 

HUNTING LIGHTER+ SMARTER 

WEIGHT!As we get older, ALL of us start to 
wear FAT shirts. Don’t believe me?  Well, stand 

up. NOW look down. Can you see your belt 
buckle? How about your toes! NO! All right 
then, let’s consider losing some excess weight. 
Have you tried diets? Did not work! Maybe you 

should try harder. Still no joy! All right then try 
this. Have you ever weighed your firearm? 
What did you get, 7.5LBS? (3.4Kg) or even 
8LBS.(3.6Kg) With modern synthetics, you can 

have a rifle with a compact scope that tips the 
scales at 6.5LBS. (2.9Kg). Now, do you really 
need such a big case and bullet for the game 
you hunt? After all there are several lighter 

cartridges like the 87grn./243 win.87grn/250 
sav.100grn./260 rem.or the 100grn./7mm-08. 

All of these will save weight. How much 
depends on how many rounds you take out 
each day.GEAR! How much do you carry? Is 
there any way to reduce your load? Well pare it 

down now! Remember, downsizing is 
gggoooddd for you, great even! Binos. If you 
carry them, how heavy are they. Again, you 
can buy very lightweight ones. Range finders. 

Do you really use and need them? G.P.S. units: 
once more get the lightest one. Most people do 
not use all the bells and whistles that come 
with the larger, heavier ones. Backpacks and/or 

webbing and pouches: shop around for the 
smallest/lightest one that will take all your 
gear. Now what about radios? They are getting 
smaller too you know! How about a first aid 

kit? Is there any way to lighten that? BOOTS? 
How heavy are yours? Once more, look for 
lighter ones. Take a close look at ALL of your 

gear, one piece at a time. Then go looking for 
lighter bits. What better excuse do you need to 
upgrade your hunting gear? After all it’s to look 
after your heart and keep you healthy.                                             

BRIAN F. 
  

Websites 
(1) Did you know that Pinkie Flat on the 

Northwestern bank of the Torrens was so 
called because of the abundance of Bilbies or 
“pinkies” as early Adelaideans knew them? 
Did you know that the Onkaparinga, SA’s third 

largest river was home to so many platypuses 
they were hunted for their soft and water 
repellent.fur  

If you go to http://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au 
or just type SA Museum into a search engine, 
click “What’s on”, then click “Online Galleries”, 
you will find (among other interesting exhibits) 

“ Lost Fauna of Adelaide” 
(2) Learn to identify Australian birds, how to 
provide habitat for birds in your backyard, 
park, street or suburb; as well as find birds by 

the habitat they live in, and their behaviour or 
conservation status. Http/: 
www.birdsinbackyards.net: 

OUR GOOD NAME  
Recently, a friend reported that he had 
suggested to a land manager the option of 
using SSAA-H&C for the control of ferals on his 
“patch”, and was surprised by the less than 
favourable response. 

 
Obviously, something is going wrong – 
possibly: 
1 – our members are doing something wrong 

2 – some people claiming to be our members 
are doing something wrong 
3 – we are being blamed or discredited for 
some other reasons 



 
This SSAA Branch must take action in case of 

any of the above, and to make this possible, 
every activity undertaken on the basis of SSAA-
H&C (SA) Inc membership must be made 
known to, approved and reported on to the 

Council (“Committee”). Standard forms to 
assist these processes can be downloaded from 
the SSAA-H&C website www.hunt-cons.asn.au . 

 
The Council will make every effort to take 

corrective, disciplinary and/or legal action to 
protect 16 years of good work. 
Every member should watch out for and report 
on actions by anyone that are not in the 

interest of not only SSAA-H&C but all 
responsible sporting shooters. 

 

RENEWALS 
Your renewals are being processed and 

constitute quite a workload hump for Mark G, 
treasurer Ian C and myself – the casually 
completed and un-completed forms are a 
hassle and frustrating when one has to do 
300+. 

 
If for any reason you have had a problem 
renewing on time – PLEASE let us know, 
otherwise we can only assume that it is not 

your intention to maintain membership and the 
Branch is obliged to advise SAPOL accordingly. 
Members’ returns without the Waiver signed 
mean that those members will not be able to 
participate in field activities. 

 
Those who have not signed intentionally, due 
to health or other mobility related 
impediments, are invited to contact a Council 

member if they can be available for less 
demanding activities - as we often have a need 
for responsible but less physically demanding 

functions such as monitors at Park and Reserve 
gates. 

 

H&C  WEBSITE 
Many thanks to Bill G who has put in a lot of 

time and effort into updating our website – be 
sure to visit it. 

Kaz H 

FERAL DEER CONCERNS 
A report, entitled “Feral Fallow Deer on 
Kangaroo Island” for the Kangaroo Island 

Natural Resources Management Board (2006), 
authored by Pip Masters, highlights some of 
the effects of feral deer on the environment. 
 

Environmental 

Damage to areas of bush 
land by trampling, grazing and ring 

barking trees.    
Soil erosion along trails and creek lines   
Weed dispersal   Fouling waterholes   
Potential to graze threatened plant species

 Spread of plant diseases such as 
Phytophthora cinnamomi.   
Reduced invertebrate biodiversity  

(Allombert et al 2005).   
 
Social  

Increased levels of illegal hunting   
Automotive and aviation collisions   
Destruction of ornamental plantings  
 

Primary Production   

Competition with stock   
Spread of disease: Johnes disease, 
Bovine Tuberculosis   
Ringbark trees including pines, particularly
during the rut   
Damage to agricultural crops 

through trampling and grazing.   
Destruction of vineyards 






