
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2007 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THE NEWSH&C 

 

  WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 19TH   
 
                     Guest speaker Rob Lowe from the Shooters’ Party. 

At GAZA Sports & Community Club 
                   Corner of Main North East Rd and Wellington St Klemzig 

                         Calendar of events 
19/09/07          H&C AGM 7pm at Gaza Comm Club                                  Committee 
25/09/07          COM                                                                             Committee 
15 - 19/10/07   Bimbowrie CR – cull                                                        Phil J 
23/10/07          COM                                                                             Committee 
2 - 5/11/07 PESTCAM (Chowilla) – cull                                                    Kaz H 
09 -12/11/07   FFPP – cull                                                                     Kaz H 
10/11/07          Range Day at Monarto – 10am – 4pm                              Committee 
12 - 16/11/07   Dutchman Stern CP – cull                                                Kaz H 
24/11/07          SSAA State AGM 12noon at CWA                                     Committee 
27/11/07          COM                                                                             Committee 
02 - 7/12/07    Vulkathunha-Gammon RNP – cull                                     Gil H 
12/12/07           H&C General Meeting 7pm at Gaza Comm Club                Committee 
 
NB: - All cull dates cover shooting from first sunrise to last sunset excepting FFPP and 
PESTCAM which are from first sunset to last sunrise. 
 
OFF PROGRAM (IRREGULAR) ACTIVITIES 
 
Barossa/Hills – quick response/SA Water/Forestry SA                    Graham H 83 37 53 88                                              
Fleurieu – Forestry SA                                                                Jim A       83 90 18 82 
Telowie/Burra                                                                            Shane F    86 34 43 62 
Everard/Thackaringa/Mantung                                                     Rick F      84 47 69 05 
Kangaroo Island                                                                        Jorge N     83 57 09 03 
Buckaringa                                                                                Mark P      83 80 53 36 
Midweek Range (Monarto)                                                          Kaz H        83 39 35 07 
Mid North and Northeast Areas            Phil J         0408431750  
Youth Initiative
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H&C members are advised The Sporting 
Shooters’ Association of Australia (S A) will 
pay for junior membership of the National 
body for your children, grand children etc. 
This is a great opportunity to bring junior 
members into the S.S.A.A  
Contact S.S.A.A. S.A. State Treasurer Steve 
Nicholas on 0419 805299. 
 

Gil Hartwig OAM 
The July 2007 issue of Australian Shooter 
informed us that Gil Hartwig’s achievements in 
the field of shooting and services to the sport had 
been recognised by his being awarded a Medal of 
the Order of Australia. Gil modestly states that 
the award recognises the contribution of all 
sporting shooters but without Gil’s dedication to 
the sport and his fellow shooters our sport would 
not have achieved mention in the Order of 
Australia Honours List. To quote the honours 
website, www.itsanhonour.gov.au: 

“The Council of the Order of Australia is an 
independent body that considers all nominations 
for appointments and awards in the General 
Division of the Order. 

The Council makes recommendations for 
appointments to the Governor-General. 

The Council considers whether a nominee to the 
Order of Australia has:  

• demonstrated achievement at a high level  

• made a contribution over and above what 
might be reasonably expected through 
paid employment, or  

• whose voluntary contribution to the 
community stands out from others who 
have also made a valuable contribution. “ 

Gil’s Medal of the Order of Australia was granted 
on 11 June 2007 with the following citation: 
For service to the environment through 
conservation activities, particularly feral 
animal control, and to the sport of shooting. 
 

A Little Background 
 

From the age of 12 Gil had an interest in push 
bikes. In the Kilkenny Amateur Cycling Club he 
raced both track and road with the likes of Charlie 
Walsh, the Baird brothers and Ron Yonkers. 
At Woodville High School he spent three years 
with the school cadets, enjoying shooting .22 
rifles at Woodside Camp and then .303's at the 
Dean Range. 

After marriage to Marlene in 1965, Gil sold his 
bikes and took up “the safe sport of shooting”. 
Having bought his first rifle a Sportco, Mod 73A, 
from Ekins Gun shop in Currie street Adelaide Gil 
was under directions from Marlene to join a club 
and learn how to use it safely. At the SSAA (SA) 
Inc range at Mc Harg's Creek in June 1966, he 
came under the direction of two mentors, Les 
Tomkins and Bill Hambly-Clark.Snr. Next came air 
rifle and air pistol in the St Bartholomew's church 
hall at Norwood, and soon Gil attended committee 
meetings at the same place. 
During this time he regularly put rabbit on the 
menu, shooting them where the Kmart is now at 
Ingle Farm and also in the gullies that are now 
Para Hills. 
As state treasurer of SSAA in 1968 Gil attended 
his first "National” SSAA meeting in Canberra in 
1970. 
It was at that meeting that he became part of the 
National Field Rifle Committee to create this new 
event, and then in 1973 as Field Rifle captain he 
hosted the First National Field Rifle Titles on the 
Para Range.  
Heinz Raz, editor of the Australian Shooter's 
Journal as it was back then had been to Europe 
and brought back Olympic Running Boar, an 
event shot with .22 rimfire rifles at a moving life 
size target at 50 metres.  
At about this time Gil was SSAA delegate to the 
proposed Monarto Shooting Complex. This 
coincided with the introduction of Rifle Metallic 
Silhouette, and as Para Range could only 
accommodate 300 yards it was decided to form a 
steering committee of Para members to form a 
new branch to shoot this event and take up 
options on the Monarto Complex. Gil likes to 
remind the MRMSC members within H&C he was 
there even before his good friend Ron Mc Donald. 
Ron and Gil spent a number of weeks over 
several years in the Victorian High country 
hunting the elusive Sambar Deer. Gil says he 
learnt a lot from Ron and has many fond 
memories of those times. 
Gil recalls that in the days of Les Tomkins, who 
was "field safety instructor", “We were taken on a 
fox drive and if we conducted ourselves safely we 
passed” 
Reflecting on those who had influenced him in 
shooting, Gil says “Probably only Kym Mc Kenney 
and I would remember the late Reg Shepard of 
Nairne, a true country gentleman - the last of a 
breed” 
Another group in SSAA with which the future 
medallist was involved was the SA Deerstalkers’ 
Club. It was here that he credits another close 
mate Ray Burton with having taught him “just 
about all I know about map reading and 
navigation” 
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However, the SA Deerstalkers’ Club was perceived 
as elitist and this led to its demise. 
From the lessons learnt there, when the 
opportunity arose to meet the needs of NPWS to 
control goats in the Gammon Ranges, Gil, State 
President at the time, was able to fulfil an 
ambition of putting the hunting back into SSAA 
through the formation of The Hunting and 
Conservation Branch.  
I’m sure those who read this newsletter feel this 
initiative was of itself cause enough for the 
awarding of a medal.  
Gil used this interview to remember those who 
had influenced him and ended it by saying: 
“Obviously, without the understanding and 
support of my wife Marlene, I doubt that I, or 
you, would be here today." 
 
 Gil’s eligibility for the award was 
considered by the Honours secretariat at 
Government House in Canberra which then 
conducted further research and contacted 
referees. The 19-member Council for the 
Order of Australia then considered the 
nominations. The Council makes its 
recommendations Independent of 
government, direct to the Governor-
General.  
 
What People say about us: 

From”The Link” Volunteer News issue 4 
dated 22 June 2007) 

Bounceback in the Flinders 
Jacqui Merckenschlager, Landcare Volunteer 

We recently spent eight wonderful days in the 
Flinders Ranges NP. Eleven years ago we were 
invited to assist Rangers and Friends of the Park 
with their plan to set up sustainable camp sites 
through replanting some areas with local seed 
and tubestock. This coincided with an accidental 
release of rabbit calicivirus from quarantine on 
Wardang Island. At the time, rabbits and goats 
were devastating the flora of the Ranges, while 
foxes and cats were eating large numbers of 
native fauna. We saw the immediate and 
dramatic results of calicivirus. Rabbit carcases 
were everywhere and edible endemic shoots 
appeared magically. Since then the Rangers, the 
Sporting Shooters' Association and park-adjoining 
landowners have waged a coordinated and 
sustained war on "the big four"  

May's visit confirmed the successes of NPWS's 
"Bounceback" Recovery Program. Throughout the 
Park there are visible signs of continuing warren 
ripping, notices about fox and cat baiting, areas 
fenced from the public for regeneration and 
juvenile forests of eucalypts, pines, aromatic 

shrubs and herbs. The blood-red hills are 
coursing again, clothed in soft green. And wildlife 
is bouncing back - large numbers of kangaroos, 
euros, rock wallabies, emus and other birds. We 
counted over 20 bird species at our Brachina and 
Bunyeroo Gorge camps in 4 days, including a 
peregrine falcon, ring necked parrots and 
variegated wrens. It rained and creeks ran. The 
scents of renewed flora wafted through the 
valleys.  

There remains much to be done, particularly in 
weed control. But most of the campers we saw 
obeyed new rules, leaving wood litter as habitat 
and using recycle bins at camp sites. A solar 
power station supplies 100Kw to Wilpena Resort. 
The sporting shooters return regularly to help 
control feral animals. 

It's a clear demonstration of how successfully a 
committed group of people can be in changing a 
fragile landscape for the better. We'll be back - 
next time, we hope, as members of Friends of the 
Park, so that we can help a little with some of this 
work whilst we enjoy our wonderful SA outback. 

From “The South and South West 
Messenger   

The Pig Hunt    Jai Bednall 26Jun07 

A WILD pig is running riot through the 
300ha Aldinga Scrub, tearing up native 
vegetation and creating a stir in the 
surrounding community. 

Believed to have been abandoned as a piglet 12 
months ago, by a family who lived near the scrub, 
the pig has now grown to more than a metre in 
length, according to the few who have actually 
seen it. 
It is being blamed for a trail of destruction in the 
sensitive native reserve. 
A team of shooters was called in by the 
Environment and Heritage Department yesterday 
(Tuesday, June 26) to hunt down and shoot the 
pig. 
Friends of Aldinga Scrub member John Nicholls, 
one of the few to have sighted the pig, said it had 
been described as ``aggressive'' by others who 
also had seen it. 
``They said that it stood its ground and looked 
like it was going to attack them,'' he said. 
``It looks in very good condition... my wife is a 
bit nervous about walking through there now. It 
could end up like the pigs in the Northern 
Territory, they have a go at you.'' 
Mr Nicholls said the pig had black hair and was 
about knee-height. 
``Apparently it's been there for about a year, a 
woman that lived near the scrub left it there when 

mailto:bednallj@mng.newsltd.com.au
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she moved house,'' he said. 
An Aldinga Beach resident, who only wanted to be 
known as Rodney, said the pig was causing 
extensive damage to the scrub. 
``It looks like a bulldozer has been through 
there, it's really making a mess,'' he said. 
Southern Lofty District ranger James Crocker said 
before the shoot that a combined group of about 
10 rangers and members of the SA Sporting 
Shooters Association would hunt for the animal. 
``None of our staff have been able to sight it as 
yet, so we've allowed for a whole day to try and 
flush it out,'' he said. 
``We'll have members of the Friends of Aldinga 
Scrub manning all the gates to the park so that 
no members of the public are put in any danger.'' 
Mr Crocker said it was the first time a wild pig had 
caused trouble in the scrub. 
”We do call in sporting shooters quite a lot to 
deal with feral animals in other areas of the 
state... (but) this is the first time we've had a pig 
at Aldinga.'' 
Poetry Corner 
A Father's Advice 
 If a sportsman true you'd be  
Listen carefully to me. 
Never, never let your gun 
Pointed be at any one: 
That it may unloaded be 
Matters not the least to me. 
When a hedge or fence you cross 
Though of time it cause a loss, 
From your gun the cartridge take 
For the greater safety sake. 
If 'twixt you and neighbouring gun 
Bird may fly or beast may run, 
Let this maxim e'er be thine;  
"Follow not across the line". 
Stops and beaters, oft unseen, 
Lurk behind some leafy screen; 
Calm and steady always be; 
"Never shoot where you can't see." 
Keep your place and silent be; 
Game can hear, and game can see; 
Don't be greedy, better spared 
Is a pheasant, than one shared. 
You may kill, or you may miss, 
But at all times think of this- 
"All the pheasants ever bred 
Won't repay for one man dead." 
  
(Written by Mark Beaufoy, M.P. for his son H.M. 
Beaufoy, on reaching the age of 13 and owning 
his first shotgun.) 
 
A recent study found that the average Australian 
walks about 1450 Km per year. 
Another study found that Australians drink an 
average of 100 litres of beer per year. 

That means that on average, Australians get 14.5 
kilometres per litre. 
Isn't that great. 
Conservation Award for Jim and Jan 
Ayliffe 
The Friends of Parks 23rd Forum (2007) held at 
Port Lincoln recently saw the conferring of the 
award “For Services to Conservation” to Jim 
(H&C) and Jan Ayliffe.  
Jim was cited as having been a member of SSAA 
H&C for almost 20 years, culling introduced 
species such as goats, cats, camels, deer, rabbits 
and foxes. 
That Jim has served on the committee of 
management and served as president of H&C was 
also mentioned. 
The award was made by the Hon Gail Gago MLC 
Minister for Environment and Conservation. 
 
Kangaroo Walking Surveys 
 A member of H&C who volunteered for a 
kangaroo walking survey would recommend the 
exercise to anyone who wants to enjoy the 
Flinders Ranges in solitude and learn about 
wildlife management. 
Walkers are issued with a Suunto prismatic 
compass, rangefinder, Government Radio 
Network radio, map and survey sheet. The 
rangers drop each walker off at a given spot and 
the walker then follows a compass bearing for 
between 8-10 km, noting the number and variety 
of kangaroos seen. Rangers then collect walkers 
and transport back to Oraparinna, usually by mid-
afternoon. 
We’re all familiar with the Flinders Ranges but a 
Line Transect Survey allows a different 
perspective on nature, is a rewarding experience 
for the participant, stresses the conservation part 
of our title and strengthens links with the Dept of 
Environment. 
Volunteers will be called for again in June 2008. 
If you want a week away from it all next year, in 
free bushland setting accommodation, mark your 
2008 calendar now and look for a reminder about 
this activity in March 2008 newsletter 
Hunting Permits 
Before going on a cull look through your wallet 
and check the expiry date on your Hunting 
Permit. 
A ranger or other authority can ask to see your 
Hunting Permit at any time. 
Hunting permits can be obtained by contacting:  
www.environment.sa.gov.au or if in town, go 
to: 
1 Richmond Rd Keswick (Corner of Anzac 
Highway and Richmond Rd, on northern side of 
Richmond Rd and opposite black ETSA building) 
where you will find staff most helpful. 
 

http://www.ministers.sa.gov.au/ministers.php?id=17
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/
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 PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
2007 
Another year has passed for the H&C Branch, 
with membership, finances and activity programs 
all proceeding satisfactorily with a number of 
significant advances and rewards being achieved. 
Firstly - Gil’s richly deserved honour in being 
awarded the Order of Australia Medal – a very 
significant national recognition of his efforts for 
conservation and shooting sports, which, to a 
small degree, the membership can share. 
I thank you the members for taking care to act 
professionally and responsibly in all the activities 
undertaken in the past year. The avoidance of 
injuries, confrontations, emergencies, 
embarrassments, etc, and being effective, is a 
great relief to the Committee, which is otherwise 
usually left with the responsibility to “pick up the 
pieces”. 
Your prompt renewals, address updates and 
lodgement of Cull Registrations and Activity 
Reports, also makes things so much easier. 
H&C website - those of you with access to the 
internet (highly recommended if not essential), 
will have noticed the new SSAA-H&C website       
( www.hunt-cons.asn.au ), for which we must 
thank Bill G for his competence and effort. 
This website is being constantly revised to include 
as many of our standard forms, guidelines, 
information and advertising, to be as 
comprehensive and updated as is possible – 
please use it! 
Range Days – in order to promote members’ 
shooting competence/practice, the Committee has 
undertaken to cover range hire and some target 
costs from our accumulated funds for the next 
twelve months. 
Major Culls – have been reasonably well attended 
(usually room for more). Our statistics show that 
“maintenance levels” have been reached in all 
major parks, and the effort required is high 
(averages at about 10 man.hr/goat) and 
distribution is patchy. 
Quick Response and Off-program activities have 
provided some interesting opportunities – from 
deer to main street pigeons and semi-domestic 
moggies. 
Participation – the Committee is making every 
effort to make participation as open as possible to 
all members, by overcoming Activity Coordinator 
and Client preferences for “the same faces”, and 
perceptions of volunteers as “only amateurs”. 
Members have to also recognise their limitations 
and be prepared to undertake steps to 

demonstrate competence, and build up 
confidence by Activity Coordinators and Clients. 
I hope to organise a specific spotlighting training 
and practice activity in the warmer period ahead. 
Training – the First Aid Certificate subsidy has 
been taken up by one or two members and is still 
open. 
Radios – the last of the Branch UHF hand held 
units have been disposed of to members at a very 
reasonable price, so acquisition (and 
maintenance) of UHF hand held units will be 
individual responsibility. 
Committee Meetings – have been open to 
members, and it has been very encouraging to 
have at least one member (Brian H) attending 
regularly. 
I would very much like to thank the whole 
Committee for their efforts, with special thanks 
to: 
- Gil – for looking after the Accreditation and Roo 
Endorsement processes, member activity records, 
V-GRNP and FRNP culls, and “chit” issues. 
- George S – for taking on the production of the 
H&C NEWS. 
- Bill G – for the new website as well as money 
matters. 
The whole Committee has put in a lot of time and 
effort to provide opportunities for over 300 
members to pursue and enjoy our shared 
interests.  
This time and effort comes at considerable 
sacrifice as an addition to work, family and other 
interest commitments – please appreciate this, 
and assist whenever and however possible by 
doing your bit. 
This has been my third year as “Pres”, so I 
happily stand down and wish the next Committee 
well. The future for firearm owners never seems 
to get easier, so the task ahead must be to do 
things well. 
 
Kaz H 
 
NEWS: 
“LOSS” OF DR.JEANINE 
Jeanine has landed a desirable position in 
Canberra, which, of course means that she and 
hubby Pete, will be moving out from SA. This will 
be a loss to the SA shooting fraternity, as Jeanine 
as an individual, and as SSAA (SA) President, has 
so professionally fought for our interests at State 
and Commonwealth levels.  
We can only thank Jeanine for her dedication and 
efforts on our behalf, and wish her and Peter 
every success in Canberra, and of course, hope 
for their return before Snake Gully Bore and 
Mainwater areas become too hard for them to 
handle. 
 
FIREARM ACT REVIEW 

http://www.hunt-cons.asn.au/
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The grapevine has it that after twelve months of 
drafting, the new Firearms Act was apparently 
given to “a very few” for one week to comment. 
One would have thought that anyone who made a 
reasoned submission twelve months ago would be 
given an opportunity to comment. 
Perhaps direct political action is the only way – so 
I look forward to our Shooters Party guest 
speaker at the AGM. 
 
THE WEBSITE 
The H&C website is: www.hunt-cons.asn.au – it is 
very comprehensive and helpful – please check it 
and refer to it for information. 
 
Kaz H  
 
Bimbowrie/Boolcoomatta 2007 
January 2007 was date of first activity for the 
year at Bimbowrie.  Reports of increasing goat 
activity allowed only a couple of months for 
preparation. 
Heavy rains a few days before the arrival of 8 
members meant the goats were scattered and 
some areas were unable to be accessed. 
After some hard effort, (and only one bogged 
vehicle) we still managed 58 goats, 34 rabbits and 
4 cats. 
The second Bimbowrie activity was in April and 
extended to cover the neighbouring Boolcoomatta 
property owned and managed by Bush Heritage 
Australia. 
This was a significant achievement by our club as 
we are the only organisation of this type ever to 
have undertaken feral animal control on a Bush 
Heritage reserve. 
Access was only gained after a lot of hard work 
and though we only had limited time on the 
reserve and could only cover some of the 
property, we still managed to cull a few dozen 
goats. 
Results total: goats 143, rabbits 36. 
Thanks to all members who attended these 
activities for their hard work and good company 
and looking forward to catching up again. 
Since starting at Bimbowrie in 2005, we have 
removed 1463 goats, 10 cats, 1 fox, and 298 
rabbits. A great effort. 
Corella Cull (Mid North Area) 
Recently several H&C members conducted a 
Corella cull in the Crystal Brook area after 
concerns by local residents, businesses, local golf 
club and district council about the continuing 
destruction of heritage gums by huge flocks of 
Corellas. 
H&C members volunteered several weekends of 
their time and removed more than 300 Corellas, 
causing the remaining to move on, much to the 
satisfaction of the locals. 
Phil J 

 
Country Members’ Committee Attendance  
Members living beyond the bounds of the 
metropolitan area who are elected to committee 
of H&C will be reimbursed costs of travel to 
committee meetings. 
 
FOR SALE 
Rifle Karl Gustav 6.5x55. Hunting Stock, 150 
rounds+50 brass, 200x 130 grain projectiles, dies. 
$600 the lot. 
Leonardo B. 83 53 53 87 

Sportco Model M66D 22 LR Bolt Action repeating 
Rifle, with 10 shot magazine, with 4 x 40 scope in 
carry bag in excellent condition : $250 ono   
Ph: 040 8062159 
Serial no. TA 4737 Lic 195887B, Michael T Email:  
Taliangis.michael@saugov.sa.gov.au   

New online store. Local H&C member.  

Double R Custom Gunsmiths  Check out our 
first shipment of reloading components under 
“brass and bullets” here: 
 http://www.doublercustom.com.au/store.htm

 Richard Rashleigh   Phone: 08-8357 1745     
Mobile: 0408 38 40 45 

10ft/3M Tinny: $1500 PH: (08) 8339 3507 
EMAIL: kazoom@esc.net.au 10ft/3M tinny in 
good condition complete with oars, anchor and 
7.5HP Suzuki outboard in exc condition. (Less 
than 20hrs use), Registered till 12/2007. Kaz H 

 
Rifle  223 Winchester bolt action feather weight 
serial no G2045864 scope mounts inc. 
In good condition. $800 
Noel 83220996 email sandbagger@aapt.net.au
 
 
 

http://www.doublercustom.com.au/store.htm
mailto:kazoom@esc.net.au
http://au.f397.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=sandbagger@aapt.net.au
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Not all Prime Ministers hate firearms 
 


	The July 2007 issue of Australian Shooter informed us that G
	What People say about us:
	From”The Link” Volunteer News issue 4 dat�
	Bounceback in the Flinders


